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TRAVELING? 

 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration rules state that if you are: 
 

If you are driving a truck with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 10,001 lbs or more 
(a commercial vehicle) and traveling interstate (state to state) - while working, your company 
must be registered with the FMCSA and the vehicle must display a US DOT Number.  
 

If you are driving a commercial vehicle in California, you must follow the rules and regulations 
of the California Motor Carrier Operating Authority, which generally reflect the rules of the 
FMCSA.  
 

Be aware that many states have their own regulations and permitting policies. We advise you to 
call the motor carrier bureau in all states that you will travel into. For your convenience, we 
have outlined Nevada’s regulations in this information. 
 

While traveling, you are required to enter all open weigh stations (scales) and may be 
asked to provide proof of the following: 
 

 Driver’s Log Book – filled out in accordance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration’s guidelines. Any driver who drives a commercial vehicle and travels 
beyond a 100-mile radius from his home terminal is required to keep a daily log book, 
noting working, driving, and off duty time, as well as vehicle inspections. Drivers 
traveling less than that and not exceeding a 12 hour work day may use time cards as 
proof of their hours of service. 

 Understanding of the Hours of Service rule – that can be found in the FMCSA’s 
regulations on their website at fmcsa.dot.gov under section 395.5 and on the sheet 
provided. (All US DOT rules pertaining to interstate travel can be found in the website.) 
Please note that per the Federal Motion Picture Hours of Service Exemption (which 
also applies while driving in California), drivers may drive for up to 12 hours - following 
8 consecutive hours off duty - in any 15-hour on-duty period. This exemption is effective 
only for drivers operating within a 100-mile air radius of the reporting location. Outside 
that perimeter, drivers are subject to the Federal Hours of Service regulations. All drivers 
operating commercial vehicles on an interstate basis must follow the FMCSA’s standard 
Hours of Service rule. 
 

 DOT Medical Certification Card – evidence of a Department of Transportation (DOT) 
physical exam within the last two years. 

 

 Vehicle registration –a copy of the vehicle’s current registration. 
 Proof of insurance – a copy of Galpin’s insurance card. 
 Fire Extinguisher – one fully charged extinguisher with a minimum rating of 5 B:C. 
 Emergency triangles – 3 bi-directional emergency reflective triangles. 

 

If any of the above is not available, fines may be levied against the driver.  
If the log book is not properly filled out or not available, the driver may be prevented from 
proceeding until he “resets” his available driving time. The minimum reset time is 10 hours. 
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Nevada Motor Carrier Regulations 
 
 
All commercial vehicles entering the state of Nevada must have a Nevada 24-hour Trip Permit. 
 
This permit should be obtained before entering the state. To purchase the first day’s permit please call 
the Nevada Motor Carrier Bureau at 775-684-4711 and select #1 for the registration department. The 
bureau will direct you to an outside vendor that will procure a permit for your travel while entering 
Nevada. For your convenience, we have listed 4 vendors below, provided by the NMCB.  
 
You may also find information pertaining to commercial vehicle travel by visiting Nevada’s Department 
of Motor Vehicle website at DMVNV.COM and going to the Motor Carriers section under the Vehicle 
Registration category. 
 
As you will be charged a fee for this service, based on the amount of days that you will be traveling 
within Nevada, you may consider obtaining only the first day’s permit from the service and purchase the 
remaining 24-hour permits at a Nevada DMV that has a Motor Carrier division. The bureau will provide 
a list of DMV’s that provide this service.  
 
Currently, the DMV’s fee for a 24-hour permit is based on your expected daily mileage multiplied by 15 
cents a mile, plus a $5 administration fee. You do not need to buy a permit on the days that your vehicle 
will not be traveling on public roads. 
 
The daily handling fee from outside vendors may range from $30 to $80 per day, in addition to your 
permit. 
 
Failure to obtain a permit may result in “Noncompliance” citations from the Nevada Highway Patrol and 
Nevada Department of Motor Vehicle Motor Carrier Division. Although not specifically stated, the 
NVCB said that the citations are “quite expensive” but are not “moving violations”. 
 
Las Vegas Motor Carrier DMV: 
 
4110 Donovan Way 
North Las Vegas NV 89030 
  
 
Permit Vending Companies: 
 
Transceiver  800-749-6058 
 
ADK   800-257-4568 
 
Permit Co.  800-331-0418 
  
Custom Permit Co. 800-669-5014 
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The key areas of the rules and regulations of the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

that affect your travel in a commercial vehicle, are as follows: 
 
 
391.11 Driver qualification; +21 yrs, valid license 
 
391.13 Driver responsibilities; secure cargo 
 
391.15  Driver disqualification; typical violations. (Maximum blood alcohol level less        

than 0.04%) 
 
391.63 Multiple employers; releases driver and production company from extensive    

record keeping responsibilities from section 391.11. Please read thoroughly. 
 
392.1-  
392.9 &  
392.22:  Everyone must know and comply with the rules. 
 
393.1- 
393.94: Safe vehicle requirements. The majority of this section relates to the vehicle    

condition. Our vehicles are rented in compliance of this section. 
 
393.95 Emergency equipment: 

  Carry a fire extinguisher of at least 5B:C rating.  
  Carry emergency signal triangles. 

 
395.3  Hours of Service; very important to comply with the time limits of driving and 

being on the clock. 
 
396.11 Daily Vehicle Inspection Reports 
 
Please refer to fmcsa.dot.gov for the complete rules and regulations.  
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